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with the Bishop of Liege with regard to Herstal, a
tiny barony lying on the Meuse to the westward of
Aix-la-Chapelle. The inhabitants had resisted the
officers of his father, who would gladly have sold
Herstal to Liege, and the Bishop, who wished to
buy but could not come to terms, had egged them
on. Frederick, scorning the advice of his ministers,
resolved to use his strength as a giant. From Wesel
he sent the following ultimatum to the Bishop:

" Cousin ! Knowing all the attacks that you have made
upon my unquestionable rights over my free barony of
Herstal, and how the seditious men of Herstal have been
supported for some years in their detestable disobedi-
ence to me, I have ordered my privy-councillor Ram-
bonnet to visit you on my behalf, to demand from you
in my name a sincere and categorical explanation within
the space of two days, whether you wish to protect the
mutineers of Herstal in their abominable disorder and
disobedience. In case you refuse, or delay that just
reply which I demand of right, you will render yourself
solely responsible before all the world for the conse-
quences which your refusal will inevitably bring after
it. I am, etc/*

"This is strong, this is lively/* cried the ambassa-
dors at Berlin when they read it; " it is the language
of Louis XIV.; it is a beginning which shows what
we must expect some day from this prince." Their
prophecy was to be fulfilled sooner than they antici-
pated. In the meantime the new diplomacy won
another triumph. The Bishop made no reply to the
ultimatum and in a week's time the Prussians, sow-
ing apologies broadcast over Europe, seized his